
6: Sam yrAlabama .
Gan T. Meirion Hughes.

Fel "Sam yr Alabama" yr adwaenid Samuel
Roberts, brodor o Gaernarfon a ymfudodd yn
wr ifanc i Awstralia, ac a dreuliodd 5 mlynedd
ym Melbourne. Yn 1862, ac yntau yn tynnu at
ei 30ain oed fe benderfynodd hwylio i Boston,
U.D.A. Ni wyddys beth oedd ei fwriad o fynd
i'r Amerig bryd hynny, a'r wlad honno yng
nghanol Rhyfel Cartref ffyrnig rhwng y De a'r
Gogledd, a'r gwir yw nad yw ei gymhelliad
bellach o bwys gan na chyrhaeddodd ben ei
daith.
Ymosodwyd ar ei long gan un o longau arfog
Conffederasiwn Taleithiau'r De, y CSS
Alabama ac fe'i gwnaed yn garcharor a'i ddodi
mewn cyffion am rai wythnosau. Roedd 48 o
garcharorion ar yr Alabama, ac yn eu mysg 4
Cymro arall: John Roberts, Traeth Coch, Môn,
Thomas Williams a Lieutenant Morris, y ddau
o Gaernarfon, a gwr o'r enw Hughes o
Gaergybi. Yn ddiweddarach fe'u rhyddhawyd
ar yr amod eu bod yn dod yn aelodau o'r criw,
a dyna fu tynged Sam a'i gyfeillion am 13mis.
Llong gymharol newydd oedd yr Alabama, a
adeiladwyd gan Laird ym Mhenbedw ar 
lannau'r Merswy yn 1861, yn fuan wedi i'r
Rhyfel Cartref dorri allan yn yr U.D.A. Roedd
arweinwyr y Conffederasiwn yn awyddus i
brynu llongau ar gyfer eu llynges ac i'r pwrpas
hwnnw anfonwyd ysbiwyr i Brydain i brynu
llongau hen a newydd y gellid eu haddasu yn
llongau rhyfel. Ni fyddai wedi bod yn bosib
iddynt archebu 
llongau arfog gan
fod cytundeb
rhwng yr U.D.A.
a Phrydain yn 
gwahardd gwerthu
arfau o unrhyw
fath i'r
Conffederasiwn.
Un o'r ysbiwyr
hynny oedd gwr
o'r enw James
Bulloch, cyn

6: Sam of the Alabama.
By T. Meirion Hughes. 

It was as Sam of the Alabama that Samuel
Roberts, a native of Caernarfon, was known
locally. As a young man he had emigrated to
Australia and spent 5 years in Melbourne.
Then in 1862, when he was approaching his
30th birthday, he decided to sail to Boston in
the U.S.A. It is not known what made him
leave at a time when America was engaged in
a bloody Civil War between North and South,
and his reason would have been purely 
academic as he did not reach his intended 
destination.
The ship Sam was on was attacked by an
armed Southern Confederate Steam Ship, the
CSS Alabama, and he was taken prisoner and
held for several weeks. There were 48 
prisoners in all and amongst them 4 North
Walians: John Roberts, Red Wharf Bay,
Anglesey, Thomas Williams and Lieutenant
Morris of Caernarfon, and a man named
Hughes from Holyhead. Later they were
released on condition that they became
members of the crew. Sam and a friend
remained on board for 13 months.
The Alabama was a comparatively new ship,
built by Lairds of Birkenhead on the shores
of the Mersey in 1861, shortly after the
American Civil War broke out. The
Confederate leaders were anxious to buy
ships for their Navy, and had sent spies to
Britain to purchase both old and new ships

that could be 
converted to 
warships. It
would not have
been possible for
them to buy
armed vessels as
there was an
agreement
between Britain
and America 
forbidding the
sale of arms to

the Confederate States.
One of these spies was a man named James
Bulloch, a former U.S.A. naval officer but
who had sympathies with the Confederates.
He succeeded, not only to buy ships but also
arms for those ships and many thousands of

rifles, pistols
and swords
for the
Southern
Army.
Both sides -
supporters of
the Union and
of the Rebels -
had their spies
in Britain, and
on the night of
October 11.
1861, Bulloch

was staying at a
hotel in Holyhead, far from his enemies,
when a 460 ton ship the "Fingal", which he
had bought, sailed from Holyhead, and before
reaching the Breakwater was in collision with
an Austrian ship, which sank with all hands.
Another spy named Low, of Scottish origin
hurried to inform Bulloch of the accident, and
he gave orders for "Fingal" to make for the
open sea without delay, before the authorities
learned that there were 15000 rifles, 500 
pistols and 3000 swords on board.
Bulloch did a good day's work for the
Confederate cause, but his finest hour was yet
to come. In August of 1862, one of the
Union`s largest warships, the USS Tuscarora,
was sent to patrol the area around the North
Wales coast as it had become common
knowledge the Bulloch had placed an order
with Lairds of Birkenhead for a new ship
known only as No.290, but was later named
"Enrica" and was shortly to go on its first sea
trials. The American Consul in Liverpool had
received information from his spies that many
of the city`s influential residents had been
invited on board the "Enrica" to celebrate the
event and that there was no danger that the
ship would travel far from the Mersey and the

swyddog yn llynges yr U.D.A. ond a 
gefnogai'r Conffederasiwn. Llwyddodd y gwr
hwn nid yn unig i brynu llongau, ond hefyd i
ddod o hyd i arfau ar gyfer y llongau a 
channoedd a'r filoedd o ynnau a chleddyfau
ar gyfer y fyddin.
Roedd gan y ddwy
ochr - cefnogwyr
yr Undeb a'r
Rebeliaid - eu
hysbiwyr ym
Mhrydain, ac un
noson, yr lleg o
Hydref, 1861,
roedd Bulloch yn
cysgu mewn
gwesty yng
Nghaergybi,
ymhell o gyrraedd
ei elynion, pan
stemiodd llong 460
tunnell, y Fingal, a brynwyd ganddo, o
Gaergybi a chyn cyrraedd y Morglawdd aeth
i wrthdarawiad â llong o Awstria, a'i suddo, a
chollwyd pawb o'r criw. Prysurodd ysbiwr
arall o dras Albanaidd o'r enw Low i ddweud
wrth Bulloch am y ddamwain, a rhoes yntau
orchymyn i'r Fingal hwylio am y môr mawr
heb oedi, rhag i'r awdurdodau ddod i wybod
bod dros 15000 o ynnau a 3000 o gleddyfau
ar ei bwrdd.
Gwnaeth Bulloch ddiwrnod da o waith i
achos y Conffederasiwn, ond roedd ei orchest
fwyaf i ddod. Yr ystod mis Awst 1862, roedd
un o longau mawr yr U.D.A. o'r enw USS
Tuscarora wedi ei hanfon i warchod glannau
Gogledd Cymru, gan ei bod yn hysbys bod
Bulloch wedi archebu llong a adwaenid fel
Rhif 290, ac yn ddiweddarach fel yr Enrica,
gan Laird, Penbedw, a'i bod ar fin mynd ar ei
threial cyntaf. Roedd is-gennad yr U.D.A. yn
Lerpwl wedi derbyn gwybodaeth gan ei 
ysbiwyr bod llawer o ddinasyddion 
dylanwadol y ddinas a'u gwragedd wedi eu
gwahodd ar fwrdd yr Enrica am drip i 
ddathlu, ac nad oedd berygl i'r llong hwylio
ymhell o gyrraedd glannau Merswy a
Gogledd Cymru.
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